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This is bo il e r p l a t e  work. W h e n  E & R does it w o r k  it becom es  
routine. T h e y  k now h ow t o  do w hat t h e y  do. T h e s e  are not 
b r a i n - b u s t i n g  cases and I'm go i n g  to s u pport S e n a t o r  Brashear' s 
amendment to no t  p a y  these c l a i m s . We cannot let the 
appr o p r i a t i o n  p r o cess of the L e g i s l a t u r e  be c o o p t e d  b y  a judge. 
A n d  let the judge require that a j u s t i f ication be g i v e n  for 
these expenses. We are not go i n g  to a p prove of a situation, I 
hope, where a judge just lists an amount of m o n e y  to a lawyer he 
or she m ay approve of and say, yeah, the state w ill pay all of 
that. Lawyers, w h e n  they are g r a n t e d  fees in a case, will list 
out ho w  m u c h  t hey think they should get b a s e d  on the numb e r  of 
hours and other activities, a nd the court r e views  it. The court 
does no t  aut o m a t i c a l l y  gr a n t  it. An d  if a lower court grants a 
ce r t ai n amount in lawyer fees, the lawyer or w h o e v e r  is g o i n g  to 
h ave to pay t hem can appeal it, and I h a v e  seen instances where 
appellate courts h a v e  r e d u c e d  th e  amount of fees that ha d  been 
g r a n t e d  b y  a lower court. There is no appeal p r ocess or no 
oversight system h ere and I am not in favor of p a y i n g  these 
claims. Look at the lawyers who are d o i n g  it over and over. 
Now, if these cases do take t hat m uch time w hy shou l d  t hey take 
so m u c h  time from their duties that t h ey're p a i d  for, as county 
attorney, to do this? A nd I d o  no t  b e l i e v e  that all these cases 
are b e i n g  h a n d l e d  in a coun t y  a t t o rney's b a s e m e n t  b y  the light 
of a f l i c kering candle b e c a u s e  h e  or she is so d e d i c a t e d  to 
enfo r c i n g  the A N L . ..ALR pr o v i s i o n s  of law. It's an easy wa y  to 
m ake money. It is a p r ocess w h i c h  is n ot w i se  or prudent. I 
d o n ' t  care who the judge is d e c i d i n g  e ach one of these cases 
sh oul d carry a $500 fee to the state. That's like a bounty 
system. You bring in what we ask you for and yo u  got $500 
co min g automatically. The lawyer first p r o b a b l y  said, well, 
judge, this case will take about 15 minutes. The judge said, 
you'll get $500 anyway. This is t o tally irresponsible. It is 
no t  to be found anywhere else in the legal syst e m  and we, as a 
committee, the Bus i n e s s  and L a b o r  Committee, shou l d  no t  continue 
to approve of this. W hy di d  I not fight the b ill in committee? 
B e c a u s e  I want e d  the bill to c ome out here so w e  could take care 
of a warding t hat employee the $5,000, b ut the r est of this in 
the bill, when it comes to t h e s e  items, I'm o p p o s e d  to and I did 
challenge them in committee. W hen a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the 
At t o r n e y  General's Office came in I g r i l l e d  him. W h e n  somebody 
spoke for the county attorneys I expre s s e d  my v i e w  there, b ut I


